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By the end of the course students will be better able to:

e participate actively in a formal discussion
e giveaclear, systematically developed presentation on atopic within their field

o take follow up questions from members of the audience

This course is designed to train participants in academic discussion and presentation skills. The
focus of the lessons will be to enable participants to speak more effectively in English by
providing both the language and the productive and interactive communication skills the
students require including pronunciation. There will be a strong emphasis on learning through
doing, so the participants will have plenty of chance for practice through taking part in academic
discussions and delivering presentations, with feedback from the teacher.

At the end of the course participants will be expected to deliver a presentation about an
academic topic within their field and take questions from the audience. Students will be
encouraged to speak English in class at all times.
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Topic Contents
Lesson 1 Introduction to the course Basic discussion skills
Lesson 2 Education Giving and asking for opinions, agreeing and
Lesson 3 Internet and technology Giving and asking for reasons and examples
Lesson 4 Planning a presentation 1 Brainstorming
Lesson 5 Sports and competition Clarifying and asking for repetition
Lesson 6 I'm an expert Asking and answering thinking skills questions
Lesson 7 Planning a presentation 2 Logical structure and organisation
Lesson 8 Age limits Giving opinions, agreeing and disagreeing (review)
Lesson 9 Opening a presentation 1 Kicking off
Lesson 10 | The individual and society Talking about advantages and disadvantages
Lesson 11 | Opening a presentation 2 Creating a hook
Lesson 12 | Hopes and fears Designing an ideal society
Lesson 13 | Signposting 1 Signalling you are opening and closing a section
Lesson 14 | Blood types Expressing belief
Lesson 15 | Signposting 2 Other signposting
Lesson 16 | Entrance exams Supporting opinions
Lesson 17 | Closing a presentation 1 Summarising and closing
Lesson 18 | Tokyo 2020 Clarifying what you and others have said
Lesson 19 | Closing a presentation 2 Linking the conclusion to the message of the
Lesson 20 | Women in the workplace Involving others
Lesson 21 | Dealing with questions 1 Thanking, checking and answering questions
Lesson 22 | Free trade Talking about advantages and disadvantages
Lesson 23 | Dealing with questions 2 Answering difficult questions
Lesson 24 | SNS Managing a discussion
Lesson 25 | Visuals Creating, describing and referring to visuals
Lesson 26 | Future speculation Discussing the future
Lesson 27 | Delivery 1 Pausing, stressing, and intonation
Lesson 28 | Crime and punishment Changing topics
Lesson 29 | Delivery 2 Body language and using notes
Lesson 30 | Final presentations Delivery of final presentations, Q&A and feedback
Lesson 31 | Final presentations Delivery of final presentations, Q&A and feedback
Lesson 32 | Final presentations Delivery of final presentations, Q&A and feedback




